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QUICKIE

This unusual homebuilt aircraft is finally in model

form and a form that flies very well. Scaled to /s

size, Quickie is still small enough to fly with a 40 -

engine and it isn’t necessary to rent a truck to

take it to the flying field. The model has been

extensively tested and modified by its designer,

Keith Sterner, to the point that it is a suitable

subject for average madelers as well as the
fliers. C

of built-up techniques and foam cores; all in all,

it is quite easy to build. But itis in the air that you

will really enjoy Qui ; a stable design and one

that will stop the action at your flying field.
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“THE LOUISVILLE LARK”

by Art Schroeder
R/C Neuws visits IMAA’s first annual giant scale fun-fly
festival at E.P. “Tom” Sawyer State Park near Louisville,
Kentucky. It was a great scene!

Color photography by Alan Palermo Photography by Jerry Smith
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0 MATTER WHAT TERM one

uses—giants, mammoths, monsters,

quarter scalers or simply big air-
planes—one must recognize that the newest
phase in model aviation is here to stay. That
was clearly demonstrated at the International
Miniature Aircraft Association’s First An-
nual Giant Scale Fun-Fly Festival held in
Kentucky in late September. One hundred
and fifty fliers registered and brought some-
thing approaching 200 aircraft to E.P. “Tom”
Sawyer State Park near Louisville. It was a
three-day affair where constant flying from

Above: Bob Campbell’s remarkable twin Quadra

Tigercat settles for a landing at Festival. Right:

Tigercat's desi*ner proudly displays his beautiful
servos, Aeromarine retracts.

dawn to dusk was seen. Weather was fabu-
lous, the site was near-perfect and the admin-
istration of the festival belied the event’s
““first time”” billing. It was so well organized it
appeared as if IMAA had been running the
show for twenty years.

As impressed as I was with the show itself,
I was more impressed with the maturity that
the sport of flying giant aircraft has attained.
Virtually every airplane at the IMAA show
flew well, structures were solid, workmanship
was on a very high level, powerplants were
just right (no underpowered accidents looking

for a place to happen) and fine piloting skills
were in evidence. Here at “Tom™ Sawyer
State Park I saw a collection of true miniature
aircraft—built and flown as if they were full-
size machines. The term “model aviation”
justdid not seem to apply to the activity that I
witnessed; at least not “model aviation™ as
hai previously understood the term.

Long discussions about materials and
structural techniques underscored the fact
that most *“giants™ are built as if they were to
carry people. Engines clearly were different—
relatively low-revving powerplants with big
propellers 4 la full scale practice. Fliers
pointed out time and again the need for
coordinated control inputs—no aileron/
elevator fliers in the monster field. Fly them
as though they were real! It is almost as if a
brand-new hobby has developed right before
our eyes. To be sure, there is a connection
with model aviation, yet the “mammoth”
world is strangely different! Perhaps we are
seeing the emergence of a miniature aviation
branch of EAA, a hobby/sport more aligned
with full scale aviation than modeling.

And the world of giants I saw was populated
with many, many people I did not know. Of|

Above: Starduster Too is fine % scale
bipe from Dario Brisighella; has plans.
Left: Superpilot Miles Reed put on great
show with his CAP 20; Kioritz.
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New Jersey’s Warren Shea and his Concept
Fleet; Quadra, Superpoxy over Coverite.
course there were some old-line modelers,
many familiar names, but many were new to
building and flying; many had had their first
experiences with mammoths! There were a
number of retreaded, full scale pilots who
find their yearning for flight well satisfied by
a quarter scale airplane. “You can’t go
anywhere in them, but you can have just as
much fun and it sure costs less,” said one
long-time private pilot type. I also ran into a
number of true old-time modelers who had
given the hobby up years ago—giants and
chainsaw engines have won them back.

Lavry Horbacz's impressive P-Bz uses
twin Super Hustler power; 45 pounds

One thing is certain in all this, the average
age of “giant” modelers seems more on the
shady side of 40 or so. There was more than
one gray hair seen at the Saturday night
banquet. It seems that giant airplane interest
has become a haven for those of us approach-
ing “senior citizen™ status—a hobby for the
“mature” modeler. What all this will lead to
remains to be seen, but it will be interesting to
watch in the next few years.

Just as it was interesting to watch at E.P.
“Tom™ Sawyer State Park. Flying started
early Friday morning and really never slowed
down. Indeed, die-hard fliers were still going
at dusk while the Friday evening social event,
an outdoor “Kentucky Fried Chicken” picnic,
Beercat by Wendell Roberts uses West-
bend 5 c.i.; Budweiser team member.
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was taking place. The range of aircraft was
just great, everything from Bob Campbell’s
incredible twin-Quadra-powered Tigercat to
adarn near % (sort of) scale Pietenpol by Jim
Oram. The latter gave one pause to recognize
areal difference between typical models and
giants. Here was a 50-pound monster, flying
on its wing, using only a Quadra for power. It
was flown at near walking speed, yet was
fully controllable and quite realistic—a real
sight as it made a “high speed” low pass.

T've seen the best model fliers in the world
perform over the years—Prettner, Brown,
Matt, Lowe; you name them—and at Louis-
ville I saw another who fits the top pilot mold,
Miles Reed of Canton, Ohio. Miles is a tall,
slender man who makes his living as a
postman. He is a quiet, unassuming person
who becomes “Superpilot” as soon as he
picks up a transmitter. At 56, Miles has the
reflexes of a 20-year-old. I kid you not, this
guy could do well at the Las Vegas Tourna-
ment of Champions.

His flying was outstanding using a CAP
20, a % scale airplane as designed by Richard
Garmhausen. The airplane was powered
with a 3 c.i. Kioritz and at 18 pounds it went
like “‘smoke.” That the airplane had potential
was certain, that its pilot knew what he was
doing was even more certain. It took virtually
no imagination to believe one was watching a
full scale, aerobatic performance. All the
elements were there, with snaps on heading
and a “Lomcevak” I still don’t believe. With
smoke pouring out, Miles tumbled the plane
as Thave seen only Art Scholl do with his real
Super Chipmunk. The ship is of all built-up
construction and is covered with MonoKote.
The plans for this exceptional version of the
French aerobatic machine can be obtained
from its designer at 2715 Maple Avenue,
N.E., Canton, OH 44714; at $20 they are a
bargain. Dick Garmhausen also has cowls
and canopies for the bird.

One further note on Miles Reed’s per-
formance, he had been flying the CAP 20 for
Just two weekends prior to Louisville—speaks
well of both pilot and plane.

Bob Campbell of R/C Kits (706 Easton,
N.E., Canton, OH 44721) was another
highly talented performer at Louisville. Some
of his flights with a Quadra-powered sport
plane, the Maxi-Acro Trainer, were some-
thing to see. I've mentioned this fine bird in

past articles and, frankly, I don’t think I've
said enough. If you want an all-out show
airplane for freestyle aerobatics, I don’t think
you can do any better than this plane. It does
about everything in the book and some things
they still haven’t written down.

At Louisville, Bob also flew his F-7F
Tigercat. The 60-pound, twin Quadra air-
plane is built to 1/5 scale, based, at least in
part, on the Wylam plans. It was originally
developed in 60-size and subsequently en-
larged to 1/5 scale. Basic construction in-
volves foam cores and planked fuselage

Zero from Tom Kuhiman is a doubling of
the Royal kit; EWH Hustler, built-up.

bulkheads; plans, cores, cowls and canopy
are available from R/C Kits. The retract
system, which appears to handle loads very
well, is by Aeromarine Enterprises. There
are 11 servos on board the 9%-foot aircraft,
mostly Kraft 20 H BB. Ship is covered with
Coverite and painted with acrylic lacquer.
Zinger 18x8 propellers are employed.

The Tigercat is impressive enough just
flying straight and level, but when Campbell
threw a low level roll at us, the crowd went
wild. That’s the most applause I've heard for
a model airplane flight in a long time.

Other outstanding aircraft at Louisville
included a huge Beercat Bipe by Wendell
Roberts. Essentially a double-size version of
the Midwest Beercat, the monster weighed
42 pounds. Construction was based on foam
core boards, which resulted in a super-strong
airframe. Not so strong, unfortunately, that
an altercation with the ground did not result
in pretty severe damage. The wings survived
and Beercat will fly again.

The huge biplane was powered with a
Westbend 5 c.i. engine that appeared to have
all the urge needed. Indeed, the ship flew
level on knife-edge for extended distances—
a maneuver requiring a pretty fair power
supply. The Beercat is a centerpiece for the
Budweiser Flying Team composed of fliers
and helpers around the Little Rock, Arkansas
area. Glenda Roberts, secretary of the team,
explains how this unusual sponsorship of a

(Continued on page 84)
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