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Club Meeting:     Training Night  
E.P. ñTomò Sawyer State Park   E.P. ñTomò Sawyer State Park 
Administrative Building    The RCRCKY Airfield 
7:30 PM - 1

st
 Wednesday of each month  6:00PM ï dark - March through October on 

Mondays during daylight savings time 

 
 

 Officers:      Upcoming Events: 
 President Bill Fluke     

 Vice Pres. Jim Schroder    October 27 ï Board Meeting ï 7:00PM 
 Treasurer Jim Schroder      Sawyer Park Admin Building 
 Secretary Tim Hardin 
 Safety  Doug Bailey    November 4 ï General Meeting ï 7:30PM 

          Election Night 
          Sawyer Park Admin Building 

 Board Members: 
 Doug Bailey      November 14 ï Swap Meet ï 9:00AM-3:00PM 

 Doug Blakeman       Richmond, KY 
 Tim Evans 
 Tom Hohman      November 21 ï Swap Meet ï 10:00AM-2:00PM 
 Loren Kloft        Charleston, IN 

 Jim Trombetti 
        November 21 ï Swap Meet ï 9:00AM-2:00PM 
          Lexington, KY 
 

The Take-Offé 
 
The leaves have really been changing color over the past two weeks, and the recent rain has stripped a lot of them 
from the trees. You can tell that the flying season is winding down as the annual swap meets have started back up. 

Winter months provide time to build new airplanes; and for nearly any RC pilot, itôs also a time for general 
maintenance and upkeep of our current airplanes. I had big plans to build up to three airplanes (from kits) this 
winter, and already, I am worrying that November is almost here and I have nothing started, nor am I any closer to 
finishing our basement and making room to even start a kit. Where does the time go? 

http://www.rcrcky.com/
http://www.balsabusters.net/
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar/Non%20Flying%20Events/wc11212009.htm
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar/Non%20Flying%20Events/wc11212009.htm


As a follow-up to our ñWings for Kidsò ï 
Kosair Charities fundraiser event this past 
year, our club presented Jo Barrett, Kosair 

Charities, a check for $12,200. It was our 
largest donation to date. Amid tough 
economic times, our community, fellow 
club members, volunteers, and visiting 

pilots contributed their time, talent, and 
treasure to make our fund raising event a 
great success! Once again, THANKS to all 
those people that helped make this event a 

great success this year! 
 
 
 

October 2009 General Meeting Highlightsé 
 
The general meeting proved to be a ñreal rushò to get to for me. I-71 southbound was shutdown, and apparently 
everyone else in the Oldham county area was driving down through Crestwood to get into Louisville. I ended up 

being a little late and may have missed some stuff, but here is what I did hearé. 
 
The RCRC Board was authorized by those members in attendance to spend up to $3200 to replace the fence 
(currently a cable barrier) between the parking lot and the flying areas. Wooden four-board fencing is being 

evaluated. Club President Bill Fluke and member Doug Shaw were going to be looking at different fence retailers. 
I offered a suggestion to check with AMA guidelines to determine if there are any safety restrictions or guidance 
we should know about when replacing our current fence. I also pointed out that the costs could possibly be offset 
up to 10% as part of AMAôs program for field improvements, which will be looked into. The remaining balance of 

$533 in the field improvement fund will be set aside for the fence-replacement cost. 
 
There was discussion about resealing the runway again. We need to determine who sealed the runway the last time 
and have them fix the cracks as well. Striping of the runway will be held off until next Spring. 

 
The ñWarbirds over Lousivilleò fly-in was discussed. There were 30+ registered pilots. Awards for ñbest-looking 
warbirdò for three different time periods were provided, as was a ñbest of showò.  The big raffle prize was 
provided to the club (at cost) by Scale Reproductions - a giant-scale Top Flite P-47 Thunderbolt ARF. Final figures 

were not available at the time of this meeting; however, initial counts show the club profited from this event.  
 
The general membership in attendance at the meeting also voted to continue holding the general meetings at the 
E.P. Tom Sawyer Park Administrative Building throughout the winter months. 

 
Doug Bailey (Safety Officer) stated that an airplane had been found outside the flying area by a neighbor of the 
field. Neither this person, nor Doug, could identify who the plane belongs to. The neighbor was just trying to 
return the plane to its rightful owner. According to AMA rules, all fliers should have the planeôs owner 

identification located inside the plane with his/her contact information. 
 



Bill Fluke, Club President, mentioned that there should be no 3D flying directly over the runway ï especially when 
other flyers are occupying the airspace. Several people have mentioned that the flying pattern is not always being 
adhered to when there are several planes in the air. Hovering over the runway while other flyers are trying to fly 

the normal pattern puts airplanes (and people) at risk. Please donôt hover your airplane over the runway. 
 
It was also noted that pilots are not placing their AMA cards in the pin box while flying. Your card should always 
be placed in the pin box if you are flying ï even if you are flying a 2.4GHz radio. While flying, the pilot should 

remain behind the pilot barrier unless moving out to the runway to retrieve an airplane. 
 

 
RC Shows 
 

Our club hosted its annual ñWarbirds over Louisvilleò fun fly during the first 
weekend in October. The first day proved challenging as the wind was not 
being very cooperative. Sunday proved to be much more accommodating, as 
the cross-winds subsided for the most part. Having lived in KY for about 15 

years now, I was surprised by the ñstrange fruitò trees growing in E.P Tom 
Sawyer Park I got to see this 
weekend. To the left is a shot of 
Jim Trombettiôs Spitfire after it 

failed to respond to his control 
on the opposite side of the field. 
You can make out the right wing 

tip of the plane in the photo above. I may have walked right under it 

while looking for it. Jimôs recovery crew (on right), I was taking the 
photo. The plane was actually in good shape and will fly again. 
 

There were 30+ registered pilots. Jim Jager came all the 

way from Mt. Olivet, Michigan, and sported a couple of 
nice .60-sized electric war birds. Airplanes included 
WW I mono-, bi-, and tri-planes (mostly German); WW 
II  fighters (mostly American), a couple of prop-driven 

jets, and one giant-scale ducted fan MIG-17 that 
actually sounded like a turbine-powered aircraft.  
 
 

 
Prizes included two RC airplane stands from Extreme RC, 
three gift certificates from Century Jet Models, Great Planes 
Real Flight Simulator package, an airplane book from the 

Smithsonian Air & Space Museum, large-format airplane 
calendar, and rolled plans for an RC airplane. The grand 
prize was a raffle drawing for a giant-scale Top Flite P-47 
Thunderbolt ARF, which went to Randy Griffin, of the 

Louisville Radio Control Club (LRCC) based over at 
McNeely Lake. 



Trophies were awarded to 
participants based on 
participant judging of their 

airplanes. Doug Bailey won 
first place in the WWI 
division, and Tim Evans won 
WWII, M odern, and ñBest of 

Showò divisions. 
 
 

 

Doug Bailey flew his 1/3-scale Fokker D-VII and made a beautiful dead-stick landing in the tall grass Saturday 
morning under a fairly strong cross 
wind. The 8ò wheels allowed the plane 
to roll through the taller grass and onto 

the grass runway without even a nose 
over. On Sunday, Doug flew the ¼-
scale Fokker DR-I that really lit up the 
blue sky as the sun danced off the 

bright-red covering of the airplane. The 
photo just doesnôt do it justice! 

 
Tim Evans brought his Hangar 9 B-25 Doolittle bomber, as well as a KMP Spitfire and SAPAC L-39 jet (which 

did not fly). Timôs B-25 suffered some minor landing gear damage on Saturday morning, and lost his Spitfire due 
to control issues late Sunday afternoon, when the elevator became ñstuckò in the ñupò position and crashed. 
 
Bob Jackson and John McDill were tag-teaming 

with their 1/5 scale P-47 Thunderbolt and P-51 
Mustang. Doug Blakeman brought his giant scale 
F4U Corsair. Sam Woodard had a giant-scale P-
47 Thunderbolt, and Jim Jager (MI) flew is 1/5-

scale P-47 Thunderbolt ï with bomb drop. There 
were lots of nice planes and was a very nice 
showing of models. 

 
On the left, Doug Shaw, Barry Cashman, and Jim Hughes 

volunteered their time manning the grill and selling food.  
 
Care to wager what Jim Trombetti is really getting? Doug is 
handing him the cheeseburger he ordered while Barry is doing 

the ñhard sellò to take a hotdog as well. With smiles and 
ñexpertò service like this, there had to be more then just food 
being dished out over in the grillinô areaé Thanks guys!!! 



I would like to take a quick moment to thank all the club members and volunteers who played a role in making this 
event such a great success this year. The club cleared around $750 in profit from this event, which goes right back 
into the clubôs treasury for future events; as well as to improve and maintain our airfield. I would encourage all our 

members to get involved and help out with our clubôs events. Just a couple of hours per event can go a long way, 
especially over a two-day event. It can give someone else a short break to enjoy the event as a spectator or even fly 
for a while if they want to. Itôs a great way to meet other members, develop friendships, and pick up advice and 
experience from those who have been in the hobby for a while. It might just surprise you how much fun it can be 

to participate in the flight and ground operations of the events we sponsor as a club. 
 

Tech Tipsé 
 

Earlier this year, I was toying with the idea of exploring the ñdark sideò ï you know ï helicopters. I know I am not 
the only one who has considered it, and I started asking around for some advice from some of our heli-pilots. Bill 
Donovan was nice enough to write some of his thoughts down for me so I could share them here, for any of our 
other members who might be considering getting into helicoptersé.. Thanks Bill! 
 
 
Getting into RC Helicopters - The many possible paths to success:   

 
Things to look for in your first heli 
 

1. Parts availability: you will probably crash it; can you get the parts to fix it? 
2. Are there local fliers with working knowledge of the particular model you are looking at? 
3. Growth potential for whatever floats your boat; for example, do you want to get into scale, or 3D aerobatics? 
4. It is not recommended for a novice with no help to go for anything bigger than a 30-or 50-size machine. If you have 

an experienced pilot to help you out, it is likely that he (or in a rare case, she) will already be comfortable with a 
particular heli, radio, gyro, etc., so for this reason it is recommended to seek out help before you make your initial 
purchase. Your new instructor should also be able to explain why you may want to go ahead and get that certain 
radio, but why you should hold off on getting that 90-size whopper with all the metal and carbon ñblingò. 

  
  
There is no "best" path to follow into the RC helicopter hobby, and every pilot will tell you a different story for how they got to 
where they are. The suggested paths to success listed here are meant to serve as a general guide, and you can pick and 
choose what looks like fun. Many people enjoy the  process of starting small and moving up into the more intimidating 
machines, while others will remain satisfied with small models; and then there are those of us, "like myself", who want 
nothing to do with small but want to jump right in with the big dogs.  
 
It is always a good idea to use a simulator. Of course you can learn to fly without a simulator, and some of the best pilots out 
there never used one, but you will spend a lot more money than need be. If you practice on the simulator and use it to try 
new things, you can limit yourself to flying maneuvers in real life that you already figured out. You should be able to stay 
within your comfort zone and minimize mishaps. You never use up the effectiveness of the simulator; it is always a valuable 
training tool that you can return to when looking for that comfort zone on a new maneuver.  
 
Make sure to check with the experienced pilots that your heli is setup correctly. The most important thing is to stay safe, and 
have fun! 
  
DO YOUR THING KID AND AS ALWAYS     ("MAKE-IT-HOT")      
 
And don't forget (that) once the heli bug bites there is NO going back!!!!!! 
  
                    Bill   
 



Featuresé 
 
 If you have a plane, helicopter, or other piece of equipment you think might be interesting to other members and 

are willing to share, please write up a commentary on it, snap a couple of pictures and send them to 
newsletter@rcrcky.com. It definitely makes for a ñbetter readò of our news letter. I know there are a lot of ñcoolò 
planes and whirly-birds in our club; and it sure would be nice to see and hear about themé. 
 

Being I had no submissions this week for a feature 
plane or helicopter, I chose to talk about our F-22 
foamy build for those of you who are interested. 
 

I have printed out a full-scale plan of the F-22 foamy 
we will be building. I have not had a chance to meet 
with Travis, but we are thinking he can cut them out for 
us, or I can transfer the plan to some Luann and cut out 

a template that can be used to trace a pattern onto the 
EPP foam; which can then be cut out with a razor blade 
or utility knife.  
 

I got the idea for this combat-foamy build from one of 
my friends (Jim) who flies RC airplanes out in 
Lawrence, KS; and is a member of the Jayhawk Model 
Masters RC club. I made a trip out to KS and WY last 

month, and accompanied Jim to one of his clubôs 
ñbuild-nightò meetings. I also got to meet Hank, 
another member in Jimôs club, who was ripping the 
components out of the first F-22 foamy he built. He 

moved onto cutting out the foam to build his new 
model ï this one equipped with ailerons. He had 
already attached the control surfaces to the plane by the 
time we left the meeting. Hank led a club build of the 

F-22 foamy in his club and was kind enough to provide 
me a list of the components he used to build his F-22 
foamy, which you will find below. Jim painted his F-22 
in a red and yellow scheme, and is pictured just below and to the right. 

 
Hank ordered his foam and carbon fiber supplies from a 
place called RC Foam, located in Atlanta, Georgia. He 
ordered his electronic components from HobbyCity, 

better known as HobbyKing. Several of our members 
have purchased batteries from this site for their electric 
airplanes and helicopters. To cut costs, it would make 
the most sense to combine our orders into one order to 

save on shipping.  
 


